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We congratulate current, incoming, and past Presidents of the American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS) on their article[@bib1] highlighting the upcoming AATS Annual Meeting that has been converted to a virtual format amidst the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. The mission of the AATS has evolved since its founding more than 100 years ago to "Promote Scholarship, Innovation, and Leadership for Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery," with the Association\'s core values being "Leadership, Education, Research and Innovation, Excellence in Patient Care, and Mentoring."

Looking toward its 100th Annual Meeting, AATS continues to lead the way as one of the first cardiothoracic surgery meetings to transition to a virtual format. This will provide the world with complimentary access to live-streaming during the virtual Annual Meeting May 22-23, 2020, as well as educational material that will live on virtually in an asynchronous, on-demand format. This approach allows for cutting-edge research and scholarship to continue to be disseminated and shared despite the COVID-19 pandemic. Moreover, it democratizes the spread and reach of information beyond the walls of the would-have-been convention center to all areas of the globe via the Web---unlimited by geographic, financial, or travel barriers---effectively expanding the AATS\'s global educational footprint. Further, allowing the material to be recorded and available for months into the future promotes both synchronous and asynchronous learning, bridging geographic and time-zone divides.

The Thoracic Surgery Social Media Network (TSSMN) is a social media collaborative formed in 2015 to bring social media attention to key publications from both *The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery* and *the Annals of Thoracic Surgery*, highlighting major accomplishments in the specialty.[@bib2] Social media has an important role for cardiothoracic surgeons to create one\'s own online identity, educate patients, interact with policymakers, collaborate with other health professionals, mentor trainees, as well as herald the scientific and clinical achievements of our specialty.[@bib3] ^,^ [@bib4] Twitter has been shown previously to enhance communication and information dissemination at conferences via "tweeting the meeting." Live-tweeting a conference allows for real-time international discussions surrounding the scholarly activity presented and broadens the discussion venue by engaging both attendees and nonattendees of meetings, both synchronously and asynchronously.[@bib5]
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